Hg                   WOMEN AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE
become widows, and they have to carry on a vigorous, dig-
nified and restrained propaganda in their own circles,
and whenever they succeeded they should give the widest
publicity to the event. Thus, and only thus, there is likely
to be tangible relief provided for the girls who might have
become widows during the earthquake. It is possible that
public sympathy can be easily mobilized whilst the memory
of the tragedy is fresh in mind, and if once the reform
takes place on a large scale, the girls who may have be-
come widows in the natural course will also find it easy
to get married, if they are willing to do so.
Harijan, 22-6-'35
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ENFORCED WIDOWHOOD
Pyarelal has unearthed the following instructive ex-
tract on sati and widowhood from the treatise on universal
history by Diodorus, the Sicilian who lived in the age of
Julius Caesar :
"Now it was an ancient law among the Indians that when
young men and maidens were minded to wed they did not marry
according to the judgment of the parents but by mutual consent.
But when espousals were made between persons of immature age
mistakes of judgment were of frequent occurrence, and when
both sides repented their union, many of the women became de-
praved, and through incontinence fell in love with other men,
and when at last they wished to leave the husbands they had
first chosen, but could not in decency do so openly, they got rid
of them by poison, a means of destroying life which they could
readily procure in their country which produces in great quantity
and variety drugs of fatal potency, some of which cause death
if merely introduced as powder into food and drink. But when
this nefarious practice had become quite prevalent, and many
lives had been sacrificed, and when it was found that the punish-
ment of the guilty had no effect in deterring other wives from
their career of iniquity, they .passed a law ordaining that a wife,
unless she was pregnant or had already borne children, should
be burned along with the deceased husband, and that, if she did
not choose to obey the law, she should remain a widow to the
end of her life, and be for ever excommunicated from the sacri-
fices and other solemnities as being an impious person."